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Twenty Sixth Sunday YC Sept. 25th, 2022. Lazarus and the Rich Man 

Today we are presented with another challenging gospel, the story of Lazarus and the rich man. 

During his earthly ministry, Jesus used parables to communicate his message to people, always 

starting from what they know to what they Do not know; from what they understand so well to 

what they do not understand. When he employed the idea of Lazarus and the rich man in today’s 

parable, He used the people’s understanding of the relationship between the rich and poor to 

convey some spiritual truth. 

This parable was not to accuse any wealthy persons or to degrade any poor of the community but 

to convey a significant role that we are all called to play. After all, Lazarus means “God has 

helped.” 

We are all called to carry out a divine task. Our call is that of loving one another; in a world like 

ours, where over 689 million people are living in extreme poverty and need our love and care; they 

do not only need our material help but moral support: one of the reasons God calls us is to be an 

instrument which He can use to comfort many others, to bring peace to those who are confused 

and restless, hope to those who are afraid of their being. We must not communicate fears to those 

who require our help rather peace. In John gospel 14:27, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my 

peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 

do not be afraid”. That should be our message to People. Instead of spending time discussing the 

fears and worries of the world, let us spend time praying for the world. If our call is to love and 

care for one another; then our task is concretizing our love; that is: our love must not express 

verbally but do something concrete about it. You can begin from somewhere; Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta gave us a simple formula how to go about it when she said if you cannot feed hundreds, 

feed only one. If you cannot provide hundreds of dollars, begin with a dime, and God, who knows 

our good heart desires, will replenish us hundred times; blessed is the hand that gives than the one 

that takes. (Act 20:35) 

Another way to fulfill our tasks is to pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and 

gentleness, as mentioned in our second reading (1 Timothy 6:11). 

Prophet Amos in our first reading speaks of the punishment upon the rich, not because of their 

riches but because of their unmindful and insensitivity toward the poor and needy in their 

communities, which has also been expressed in the gospel of Luke today, the rich man who ignores 

the cries of Lazarus, was in torment, begging for help, while Lazarus who suffered on earth was 

enjoying the glory of God.  

The lessons of today’s message are: 

*No one has too little or too much that can’t be used to help others 

*Whatever good you can do today, do it. Never wait for tomorrow, if the rich man realizes the 

need to do good, he will as well teach his five brothers, and there wouldn’t be a need to send 

Abraham to his father’s house. 
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*We need to identify with the poor: According to Pope Francis, “if we truly wish to encounter 

Christ; we have to touch his body in the suffering bodies of the poor, as a response to the 

sacramental communion bestowed in the Eucharist.” 

*Always remember, one constant thing in life is ‘Change.' Just as the hands of the clock change, 

so our life changes. No condition is permanent in this world. 

*Life is useless if we can touch the lives of others positively but ignore them. 

I wish to end with this quote from Cardinals Francis George, addressing the major contributors to 

the Archdiocese of Chicago. “The poor need you to draw them out of poverty, and you need the 

poor to keep you out of Hell.”  

Peace, 

Fr. Jingbe Simon 

 


